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(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To divide a wafer into individual IC chips so as not to 
produce a breakage by a method wherein the wafer inside a dividing 
region is cut at a cutting width which is narrower than a dividing width 
between the individual IC chips in such a way that a part which is not 
cut is left and, after that, the part which has not been cut and the 
surface part of the wafer exposed inside the dividing region are etched. 
CONSTITUTION: A wafer 31 inside a dividing region 2 between individual 
IC chips 33 is cut at a cutting width X2 which is narrower than a dividing 
width X1 between the individual IC chips 33 in such a way that a part 1 
(a shaded part) which has not been cut is left. A mask 5 is formed on 
the IC chips 33 excluding the dividing region 2; after that, the part 1 
which has not been cut is etched by using the mask 5; the surface part 
4 of the wafer 31 exposed inside the dividing region 2 is etched. 
Consequently, it is possible to divide the wafer into the individual IC 
chips so as not to produce a breakage inside the IC chips; it is possible 
to enhance the quality of the IC chips. 
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ABSTRACT : PURPOSE: To divide a wafer Into individual IC chips so as not to produce a breakage by 
a method wherein the wafer inside a dividing region is cut at a cutting width which is 
narrower than a dividing width between the individual IC chips in such a way that a part 
which is not cut is left and. after that, the part which has not been cut and the surface part 
of the wafer exposed inside the dividing region are etched. 

CONSTITUTION: A wafer 31 inside a dividing region 2 between individual IC chips 33 is 
cut at a cutting widtfi X2 which is narrower than a dividing width X1 between the individual 
tC chips 33 in such a way that a part 1 (a shaded part) which has not been cut is left. A 
mask 5 is formed on ihe IC chips 33 excluding the dividing region 2; after that, the part 1 
which has not been cut is etched by using the mask 5; the surface part 4 of the wafer 31 
exposed inside the dividing region 2 is etched. Consequently, it is possible to divide the 
wafer into the individual IC chips so as not to produce a breakage inside the IC cfiips; it is 
possible to enhance the quality of the IC chips. 
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